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Executive summary

The Save the Children Australia (SCA) Orphans and Vulnerable Children (OVC) program
is based around the pagoda as the focus of local community and traditional support for
orphans and the destitute. The program began in 2003 and, at the time of the research,
was operating in 17 pagodas in four provinces. The program was very successful in using
a local and sustainable mechanism to support children. However, it quickly became
apparent that adolescent girl orphans have specific vulnerabilities, that Monks may not be
appropriate mentors for girls, and that the presence of teenage girls in pagodas is
problematic. SCA therefore contracted Domrei to investigate the potential of Nuns to look
after girl OVC.

The research was designed to answer three main questions about girl OVC and Buddhist
nuns.

What are the issues and vulnerabilities of girl OVC?

What problems do pagodas face in supporting girl OVC?

What is the potential for Nuns to support girl OVC?

Issues and vulnerabilities of girl OVC

To answer these questions, Domrei designed and conducted a survey among a random
sample of 471 OVC, 229 nuns and 112 monks. We also discussed existing OVC
programs in Cambodia with key informants.

The research confirms that practically all the OVC families are poor, and many are
extremely vulnerable. As expected, OVC girls are even more vulnerable than boys.
However, the nature of the vulnerabilities was more unexpected. Girls are more likely to
be given and to take significant financial responsibility in their families. Girls work harder,
longer and contribute more income to their families than boy OVC. In addition, girls feel
more responsibility for family finances and for the future health and well-being of the
family. Even very young girls feel a strong sense of financial responsibility for their
families.

However, this was not true for the boys. While a few boys worried about stopping school
to earn money and support the family, they were only a small minority. Overall, boys were
more likely to be concerned about immediate personal problems than the future of the
family.

Girls also showed and reported more signs of anxiety, stress and depression than boys
did. A much higher proportion of girls scored one or more standard deviations above the
sample mean. However, some of these differences were not statistically significant and
there were very depressed, anxious and stressed children of both sexes in our sample.

Most respondents felt that OVC girls were more constrained by Khmer culture and
tradition. They felt that boys had more options available to them and therefore girls
needed more support than boys did.

Of course, many respondents also mentioned that girls were generally more vulnerable to
physical violence, rape and human trafficking.

Problems pagodas face when supporting girl OVC

Cambodian pagodas are largely a male environment. Even when there are large numbers
of nuns living at the pagoda, the head nun is subordinate to the pagoda committee — lead
by a monk.
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A quarter of the nuns said it is forbidden for girls to be in the pagoda. If girls live in
pagoda, relationships between monk and girl might develop. There is no money to build
cottage for nuns and girls. Many pagodas have no nuns on site.

Nuns often go leave the pagoda to go to ceremonies. It is unsafe for girl OVC to stay in
the cottage alone while nuns go out.

Potential for Nuns to support girl orphans

During the research, we noticed a sharp divergence of opinion on the subject. OVC girls
overwhelmingly liked the idea of Nuns as mentors, supporters and grandmothers. Only 14
in our sample of 342 girls did not like the idea. Most of these girls said that they were
scared of Nuns, some because they had not had much contact with them. The girls saw
many positive possibilities of being supported by a nun

However, the nuns we interviewed are not so sure. We found that many Nuns go to live in
the pagoda to get away from everyday annoyances and find some peace and quiet. This
probably explains why many were unenthusiastic about supporting orphan girls

It is possible that the selection of Nuns that we interviewed biased this result. In the
survey, we only interviewed Nuns living in pagodas. We did not interview any nuns living
in the community.

However, there are another group of Nuns — the majority of Cambodian Nuns in fact —
who live outside of pagodas. Nuns living in the community are probably quite different in
some important ways from the Nuns in our sample. These Nuns are generally younger,
better off, healthier, happier (many women retire to the pagoda when heartbroken or
mentally ill), more numerous, more connected to the community, not tired of noisy
children, and still part of extended family networks.

We believe - and the Nuns association agrees - that Nuns living outside pagodas would
be an excellent resource for OVC girls.
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Introduction

HIV/AIDS in Cambodia

HIV assessment and preventative education programs came late to Cambodia. The Pol
Pot years were spent destroying civic bodies, infrastructure and social networks. The
decade of Viethamese occupation saw a slow reconstruction around Phnom Penh and
see-saw skirmishes with the Khmer Rouge over the west of the country. Villages and
social networks were re-established under the constant threat of renewed fighting.

Cambodia has one of the highest HIV prevalence rates in South East Asia, with current
national figures indicating approximately 1.9 percent of the population live with HIV/AIDS.!
Although HIV prevalence has declined over the past few years, there are still sub-
populations of Cambodians with HIV prevalence levels that exceed five percent despite
national campaigns to limit the spread of HIV.?

The first recorded case of Cambodian HIV was identified in 1991 and the first case of
AIDS was reported to the Ministry of Health in 1993. Cambodian HIV sentinel surveillance
(HSS) began in 1992 through the National Centre for HIV/AIDS, Dermatology and STDs
(NCHADS). In that year, testing of a small sample of commercial sex workers in Phnom
Penh revealed that nine percent were already infected with HIV. Throughout the 1990s,
the rate of HIV infection continued to climb and by 1997, there were estimated to be
210,000 adults living with HIV in Cambodia. By 1998, Cambodia was considered to have
one of the most serious AIDS epidemics in Asia. In 1999, HSS studies found a prevalence
rate of 2.6 percent among pregnant women. This indicated that the Cambodian epidemic
had spread from specific core groups into the general population and categorised
Cambodia’s epidemic as ‘generalised’.® National HIV sentinel surveillance in 1999 found
prevalence rates of 1.8 percent among males and 1.2 percent among females in the
general population. In recent years, the trend has been improving. The number of people
estimated to be living with AIDS was 157,500 in 2002 meaning that the number of new
infections was lower than the numbers who die from AIDS each year. The latest figures for
HIV prevalence show infection rates declining or stabilising among all sentinel groups
except for indirect sex workers.*

Increased knowledge and awareness of HIV/AIDS and declining rates of HIV prevalence
demonstrate the success of the government’s multi-sectoral approach to HIV/AIDS
prevention and care. In light of these positive signs, Cambodia has recently attracted
increased funding from national governments and more than USD 16 million from the
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (GFATM) for HIV/AIDS prevention
and care.® In this current atmosphere with a strong focus on HIV/AIDS, the government
and partners are looking to expand or scale up successful interventions to bring the
Cambodian epidemic under control.

In 1992, a two-year plan on AIDS prevention and control was developed with the
establishment of the National AIDS Program (NAP). The NAP was restricted primarily to
the Ministry of Health, reflecting the perception of HIV as a communicable disease and
solely a health issue. A National Strategic Plan on STI/HIV/AIDS Prevention and Care was

L HIV Sentinel Surveillance 2003

% FHI, 2002; UNAIDS, 2002

% cambodia’s Behavioral Surveillance Survey 1997-1999, NCHADS
4 Report on HIV Sentinel Surveillance in Cambodia 2000, NCHADS
® Reported by the Cambodia Daily 2/12/02
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developed for 1998-2000 following a comprehensive country review conducted by
government and non-government groups. This plan again, was primarily health focussed.

In 1997, there was a positive move towards the decentralising of responses to HIV/AIDS
with the development of province based programs to respond to prevention, care and
support issues as they affected different communities. District and Provincial committees
were established in 1997. The Provincial structures are the Provincial AIDS Committees
(PAC) and Provincial AIDS Secretariats (PAS).

The Royal Government of Cambodia has shown significant political commitment to
HIV/AIDS prevention, partly in response to the epidemic of 1993-1998. This has resulted
in policies promoting anti-discrimination and in 1999, the National AIDS Authority (NAA)
was established to co-ordinate activities to prevent the spread of HIV and provide care
and support for those affected. The NAA co-ordinates, develops policy and liaises with
partners and other stakeholders to mobilise resources both nationally and internationally
through agencies. Their role also includes advocacy for legislative change and research.

The Law on HIV/AIDS Response and Prevention was passed by the National Assembly
and became law in mid 2002. This progressive piece of legislation was enacted to provide
a legal framework for HIV/AIDS prevention, and care and support. For example article 26
states that the government will ensure basic health care free of charge for PLWA and
article 27 states that the government will enhance participation of community and religious
groups in care and support for PLWA. The law prohibits discrimination in employment,
education and access to health care and sets out penalties for discrimination including
fines and imprisonment.®

Preventative interventions are ongoing and include peer education, 100 percent condom
use program, STI control, condom social marketing, blood safety, mobile community
interventions, and outreach. Care and support services are being implemented and
expanded these include; Home and Community Care for PLWA, institutional care, testing
and counselling services.

Orphans and Vulnerable Children

In 1998, Cambodia was thought to have the highest proportion of AIDS orphans of any
country in ASIA.” However, eight years later accurate figures for the numbers of children
affected by HIV/AIDS are still not available.

In 2002, the Ministry of Health announced that 259,000 people (21,000 children) had been
infected with HIV since the Cambodian epidemic began. In 2002, projections suggest that
7,300 new infections will occur of which 2,600 will be children.? This represents 35 percent
of new infections among children.

Buddhism in Cambodia

Approximately 90 per cent of the Cambodian population follows Therevada or Hinayana
Buddhism, though this is strongly overlaid with ancestor-worship and animist practices.

Over the centuries, Buddhist temples (wats) developed an important role in the
preservation of culture and the provision of education, especially in rural areas.

® Law on HIV/AIDS Response and Prevention, Ministry of Health, 2002
" Report on the Global HIV/AIDS epidemic, UNAIDS/WHO, June 1998
® Projection for HIV/AIDS in Cambodia 2000-2010, Ministry of Health, 2002
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However, during the 1970s Buddhists were severely persecuted by the Khmer Rouge.
Monks were forced to do manual labour with the rest of the population and many lost their
lives; most of the country’s Wats were destroyed during this period. Since the 1980s, with
the encouragement of the government, Buddhism has undergone a remarkable revival
and is now recognised in the Cambodian Constitution as the state religion.

The Cambodian Buddhist sangha is divided into two distinct sects. Based at Phnom
Penh's Wat Ounalom, the larger Mahanikaya sect accounts for some 90 per cent of the
clergy; the head of this order is widely recognised as the leader of the Cambodian
Buddhist sangha. The smaller Thammayut (royalist) Buddhist sect was introduced from
Thailand in 1864 and gained prestige because of its adoption by royalty and aristocracy; it
is based at Phnom Penh's Wat Botum.

The Islamic faith is practiced by the Cham-Muslim communities of the south east. Like the
Buddhists, Cambodia’s Muslim community also experienced persecution at the hands of
the Khmer Rouge and many were killed. There are currently estimated to be around 250
mosques in the country, 90 of which are in Kompong Cham Province.

Christianity accounts for a small but growing community in Phnom Penh and other urban
areas. Animism continues to be the dominant faith amongst the hill tribes.

Background to the research

The impetus for this research arose from the Save the Children Australia (SCA) Orphans
and Vulnerable Children (OVC) program. This program is based around the pagoda as the
focus of the local community and the traditional support for orphans and the destitute. The
program began in 2003 and at the time of the research was operating in 17 pagodas in
four provinces. The program has been successful in using a local and sustainable
mechanism to support children. However, it quickly became apparent that adolescent girl
orphans had specific vulnerabilities, that Monks may not be appropriate mentors and that
the presence of teenage girls in pagodas was problematic. SCA therefore contracted
Domrei Research and Consulting to investigate the specific problems of girl OVC and
potential of Nuns to support them.

The research was designed to answer three main questions about girl OVC and Buddhist
nuns.

What are the issues and vulnerabilities of Girl OVC?

What problems do pagodas face in supporting Girl OVC?

What is the potential for Nuns to support Girl OVC?

Orphans and Buddhist Nuns
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Methods

Background information

During the first phase of the research, Domrei met with nineteen key informants from
sixteen agencies working with OVC or Buddhist Nuns to gather background information on
Nuns and girl orphans. The list of agencies and persons contacted is annexed.

These interviews informed the development of the survey protocol, the interpretation of
the data and the discussion.

Survey Working Group

Domrei and SCA formed a Survey Working Group to guide and inform the study. The
working group included two girl OVC, a representative from the Nun’s Association and two
Nuns together with SCA OVC staff and the Deputy Director Operations, Lyn Mayson. This
small group would meet bi-weekly to follow the progress of the study and to provide input
at each stage of the research. This group validated the study design, sample, instruments
and analysis. An additional output was the opportunity to form links and partnerships
between the Nun’s Association and SCA and between Nuns and girl OVC.

Develop study protocol and sample

Based on the information gathered from the first activity, Domrei finalised the study
protocol and designed a sample based upon target pagodas where the SCA OVC
program is working. The final protocol and sampling frame were presented to the working
group for their input and discussion.

Sample

The objective was to interview at least 100 boys and 300 girls to measure statistical
differences between male and female OVC. Taking into account sample losses, we
selected a total of 160 boys and 452 girls, i.e. nine boys and 27 girls in each of the 17
pagodas where SCA is working.

We also wanted to interview at least 200 nuns, to compare their perceptions on OVC and
HIV/AIDS with those of monks (n=100).

Children were randomly selected from the OVC paper files provided by SCA. We entered
in an ACCESS database the children’s name, year of birth, sex, village, commune and
pagoda. We then randomly selected nine boys and 27 girls born between 1987 and 1997
from each pagoda. The sample lists were then given to SCA who transmitted them to the
pagodas. The monks invited these children to come to the pagoda the day the Domrei
team was scheduled to conduct the interviews.

Instruments

Three questionnaires were developed to collect data from OVC, Nuns and Monks. The
OVC questionnaire appears with this report as Annex 2 and the Nun’s questionnaire as
Annex 3.
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The OVC questionnaire was the longest and covered household wealth indicators,
education and work, issues and problems, needs and resources, Depression, Anxiety,
Stress Scale (DASS) expectations, and a literacy test.

The Nun questionnaire included sections on personal background, interests, OVC,
support for orphans, HIV/AIDS awareness and a literacy test.

The Monk questionnaire was the shortest and covered the role of monks and nuns,
orphans issues, HIV/AIDS and a literacy test

Literacy was measured using a short form of the scale developed by MoEYS and UNICEF
for the National Literacy Survey (see questionnaire in annex). It measures basic literacy —
the ability to read, write and understand a simple sentence in Khmer. This is also known
as ‘survival literacy’.

Training and Field Work

The Domrei Directors and team leader/supervisors trained nine interviewers at Domrei for
five days. Training included presentations on the SCA OVC program by Ms. Lyn Mayson,
on OVC with a focus on girls by Ms. Chanthy of FHI, and on pagodas and the role of nuns
in the Buddhist clergy by a representative of the Nun’s association. The research
objectives and research methods were discussed, and the instruments reviewed.
Interviewers role played the questionnaires, and were briefed on the ethics of interviewing
vulnerable children.

Interviewers conducted 81 pre-test interviews at Palm Tree Foundation, Wat Sampouyv,
Meas, Wat Koh, Wat Odong and Maryknoll group homes (two tests). Interviewer
debriefing focused on data quality and ethical issues.

Data was collected in November 2005, in three provinces (Takeo, Prey Veng and Siem
Reap) and in the municipality of Phnom Penh. The two teams of data collectors were sent
to Prey Veng and Siem Reap to collect data for around 5 days. In the second week, the
teams collected data in Takeo and Phnom Penh for another five days.

In the pagodas, the interviewers gave the children paper and colour pencils. While they
waited to be interviewed, the children drew pictures of nuns.

Orphans and Buddhist Nuns
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Data Analysis

Domrei staff translated into English the answers to open-ended survey questions and
compiled them into word tables. Answers were grouped into major themes, counted and
ranked by frequency. Domrei research assistants entered the pre-coded answers of the
close-ended survey questions in a Microsoft ACCESS database. After checking for
outliers, Domrei research directors analysed these data in STATA version 8.0. Differences
between girls and boys, and between monks and nuns, were systematically assessed.
Level of statistical significance is set at 95 percent unless otherwise specified.

Data analysis was planned as a process that involves cross-checking findings and
assumptions with the data collectors and the Survey Working Group. Results from the
interviews were grouped into main themes and synthesised. The Domrei research
directors and team leader drafted findings and conclusions from this data and presented
to the survey working group for discussion and validation.

After the researchers completed the preliminary analysis, a one day workshop was held at
the Domrei office on 7" of December, 2005 to present and discuss the results of the
analysis and with SCA, the Survey Working Group and the data collection team.
Feedback and reactions from workshop participants were incorporated into this report.

Ethical considerations

This research rigorously observed the three fundamental ethical principles that guide
social research on the field: respect for persons, beneficence and justice®.

% See, for example: Ethical Approaches to Gathering Information from Children and Adolescents in
International Settings, Population Council and Family Health International, 2005.
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Strict observance of these ethical principles was especially important in this research as
the respondents were emotionally fragile children. The survey instrument was therefore
carefully designed to avoid hurting children with abrupt or insensitive questions (e.g. on
their parents, on school, on HIV/AIDS). The questionnaires and the interviewers were
extensively tested with a special focus on informed consent, children’s right to refuse or
terminate the interview, sensitivity, appropriate body language and child-to-adult
interaction. The interviews were conducted in a non-threatening environment, either the
pagoda, where children were grouped, or in their homes. The interviewers noted
suspected cases of abuse, one of which was reported to SCA who immediately contacted
the child and took action. While some children were shy (most were not), none showed
any sign of distress during or after the interview.

Moreover, the research was conducted in order to inform a programme that will directly
benefit the respondents. We are therefore confident that the benefits of this research will
largely outweigh any harm that may have occurred to the children we interviewed.

Limitations

The monks were asked to invite the children that were randomly selected form the
beneficiary lists. Despite our efforts to find missing children in their homes, 20 percent of
the selected boys and 25 percent of the selected girls were not interviewed. This
proportion is sufficiently high to bias some of the results. On the one hand, it is possible
that in some pagodas the monks invited the poorest children, or “forgot” to invite the
borderline cases, i.e. children of households who were not eligible for benefits. This bias
would slightly overestimate the proportion of very vulnerable children. On the other hand,
it is possible that some of the very vulnerable children were not able to come to the
pagoda because they were working, locked up or lost. In that case, our sample might
under-estimate the plight of the OVC. The effects of these two potential biases vary from
one pagoda to another, and to a certain extent counteract each other.

However, it is possible that the reasons for not showing up to be interviewed are different
for boys and girls. In this case, some of gender differences in vulnerability observed in this
study may be even greater than those suggested by the survey statistics. For example,
our results show that more girls than boys drop out of school to work. It is therefore
possible that more girls than boys were not interviewed because they were working. If that
is the case, the proportion of OVC girls who dropped out off school to work is
underestimated in this study by a few percentage points.

While looking at this report, the reader will remember that the children in our sample are
not typical orphans and vulnerable children, but the beneficiaries of an OVC programme.
We therefore expect for these children to be worst off than “normal” Khmer children, but
better-off than orphans and vulnerable children that are not supported by an NGO. In
other words, our sample of children is representative of the 3,600 children supported by
SCA’'s OVC programme. It is not representative of orphans and vulnerable children in
Cambodia.

We are nevertheless that despite these inevitable limitations, our data and findings paint
an accurate picture of OVC supported by SCA.

Orphans and Buddhist Nuns
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OVC Results

OVC Sample

Nine boys and 27 girls aged from 8-18 years were selected from each of the seventeen
pagodas to reach a total planned sample of 612 OVC.

132 OVC boys and 349 OVC girls were found and asked to be interviewed. In total 471
children were successfully interviewed. Most children were interviewed in the pagoda
grounds. The Domrei team, with the help of the monks, went to the homes of the children
that did come to the pagoda to interview them there. Twenty eight boys and 103 girls
could not be found in their villages.

We found 75 percent of the 304 girls aged 10-14 years we selected. However, we found
only 61 percent of 112 girls aged 15-19 we selected. There are signs of a similar pattern
for older boys but the sample is too small to for this difference to be statistically significant.
The oldest girls (16-18) are the likeliest to have “disappeared”. There are some age
discrepancies between the OVC files and the interview data. This explains why in some
age groups we interviewed more children than were selected.

Table 1: OVC Interview Completion Rate, by Sex

boys girls Total

n % n % n %
Total selected from SCA files 160 100.0 452 100.0 612 100.0
Total found 132 82.5 349 77.2 481 78.6
Respondent termination 2 1.3 4 0.9 6 1.0
Respondent refusal 1 0.6 3 0.7 4 0.7
Interview completed 129 80.6 342 75.7 471 77.0

Table 2: OVC Respondent Distribution by Province an  d Sex

boys girls Total
n % n %
Province
Prey Veng 27 20.9 77 22.5 104
Siem Reap 38 29.5 74 21.6 112
Takeo 39 30.2 110 32.2 149
Phnom Penh 25 19.4 81 23.7 106
Total 129 100.0 342 100.0 471

Orphans and Buddhist Nuns



OVC sample: selected (top) and found (bottom)

Boys Girls
15 19
104 10-14 304
12 I 5-9
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300 200 100 ( 100 200 300
25 15-19
10-14 228
17 I 5-9
T T T T
300 200 100 ( 100 200 300

OVC survey - Domrei 2005

n Average age 95% Confidence Interval
boys 129 12.3 11.9-12.7
girls 342 12.3 12.0-125

Figure 1: Age Structure of OVC Sample, Selected and  Available for Interview

We selected from the OVC records boys and girls aged 8 to 18. Among these children,
one boy said he was five years old, two girls said they six, seven girls said they were four,
two girls said they were 19 and one said she was 20.*

Over half the children in our sample are between 10 and 14 years. The average ages of
boys and girls in our sample are identical, at 12.3 years. This means that differences
between boys and girls cannot be attributed to differences in age.

'% None of these respondents were excluded in the sample.
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OVC sample: missing OVC by age and sex
10-14 15-19
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Figure 2: Proportion of selected OVC who where not available for interview

Most of the sample losses occurred among the older children (Figure 2) where 43.2
percent of the selected boys and 39.3 percent of the selected girls did not show up at the
pagoda or were not found in their villages. Older children are more likely to be away from
their homes, or more difficult to convince to come at the pagoda for an interview.

Wealth status

Are the children supported by the OVC programme poor? We use the Domrei Wealth
Index to categorise children’s households into three categories: poorest, poor and better
off. The wealth indicator is a composite indicator of six different wealth proxy variables:
housing type, ownership of assets, animals, and number of rooms used for sleeping.
Interviewers were also asked to observe and rank each household in three categories,
from poorest to richest. Points are attributed for each answer and a wealth score is
computed for each respondent by adding these points. Scores ranged from 1 to a
maximum of 16 points. The two cut-off points were then selected so that the poorest
category corresponded as closely as possible to the poorest tenth percentile and the
“petter-off” corresponded to the “richest” tenth percentile’ in a “normal” population of
households in rural Cambodia™.

M The poorest category is defined as having a wealth score of 0-4 points and the better off as having a score
of 12-16, which, in previous surveys in rural Cambodia, corresponds respectively to 8% and 10% of the
households (the better off category is more frequent in urban Cambodia). The algorithm to attribute a score to
a household is the following : an asset indicator is generated where no assets = 0, ownership of a radio is
worth 1, ownership of a TV, a bicycle, a refrigerator or an oxcart is worth 2, ownership of a boat or oxcart is
worth 3 and ownership of a car is worth 4. A livestock indicator is generated where animal=0 if the household
does not own any animals. In any other case, animal = round((poultry/2+pig+goat)/2 + (cow+buffalo+horse)/2).
The wealth score is computed by adding the assets and animals indicators with house type, number of rooms
and interviewers’ subjective wealth assessment: wscore = housetype + assets + animals + rooms + wealth.

12 Cut off points were defined and tested with a random sample of 2,500 households from previous
Domrei surveys.
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The next tables and figures show the distribution of OVC according to the household
characteristics that compose the wealth indicator. The resulting distribution of OVC by
wealth is shown in Figure 5.

Over half of the OVC we interviewed said they lived in thatch/palm or wood/palm houses,
and a third live in wooden/tin roofed houses. Barely five percent live in brick or concrete
houses (Table 3).

Table 3: Distribution of OVC by House Type and Sex

boys girls
n % n %
House type
thatch/palm 35 27.1 87 25.4
wood/palm 33 25.6 68 19.9
wood/tin 40 31.0 131 38.3
wood/tile 12 9.3 38 11.1
brick/concrete 9 7.0 18 5.3
Total 129 100.0 342 100.0

A fifth of the OVC live in households that own no assets. Only a third said their household
was equipped with a radio and/or a television. A little over half the households own a
bicycle, some of which are OVC project benefits (Figure 3). Two thirds of the OVC sleep
the same room as all the other household (Figure 4). Girls live in slightly larger
households, though the difference is not statistically significant at 95 percent.

Proportion of OVC whose household own...

n=471
NoAssets Radio TV Bicycle
22% ’

Refrig Moto Oxcart Boat
S \ t
Car NoAnimal Poultry Pigs
0%

37%
Goats Cows Buffalo

M t
Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005

Figure 3: Proportion of OVC living in households ow ning selected assets and animals
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Living arrangements of OVC households

n=467
Distribution of OVC according to household size rooms
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Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005
n Mean household size 95% Confidence Interval
boys 129 4.8 44-52
girls 342 54 51-57

Figure 4: OVC Household living arrangements
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Wealth indicator

n=470
Distribution of OVC according to wealth scores Wealth groups by province
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Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005
boys girls
n % n %
Wealth group*
poorest 77 59.7 224 65.5
medium 46 35.7 104 304
better off 6 4.7 14 4.1
Total 129 100.0 342 100.0

*Pearson chi2 = 0.0533 Pr=0.974
Figure 5: OVC Wealth Status, by Province and by Sex

The OVC programme is definitely supporting children living in deprived households
(Figure 5). Almost two thirds of the children interviewed belong to very poor households,
and only 20 (5 percent) come from “better off” households. The highest proportions of very
poor beneficiaries are in the Siem Reap pagodas.

The wealth status of boys and girls in our sample are the same: there is no statistically
significant difference between the distribution of boys and girls among the three wealth
groups. This means that in the results that follow, differences between boys and girls
cannot be attributed to differences in wealth.

Occupation of the Heads of OVC households

It is clear that over 95 percent of the OVC belong to materially poor or very poor
households. This is confirmed by the occupations of the household heads, the majority of
which also suggest that very few households have secure and regular income. It should
be noted that these occupations are reported by the children, some of which are young
and may be confused (e.g. doctor). Some answers in the “other” category are intriguing
(e.g. NGO staff, policemen).
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Table 4: Occupation of the Heads of OVC households

Girls n=342 Boys n=129

n % n %
Sell cake, food, fruit, etc. 63 18.4 18 14.0
Manual labour, daily wage worker 51 14.9 23 17.8
Farmer 39 11.4 19 14.7
Make/sell handicraft (clothes, floor mats, baskets) 34 9.9 15 11.6
Construction worker 20 5.8 15 11.6
Factory worker 16 4.7 3 2.3
Fishing 10 2.9 5 3.9
Collecting rubbish for recycling 11 3.2 4 3.1
Motor taxi, cyclo driver 6 1.8 3 2.3
Government officer * 8 2.3 2 1.5
Gather and sell crabs, earthworms, leaves, etc. 6 1.8 1 0.8
Others 2 13 3.8 7 5.4
Jobless 65 19.0 15 11.6
Don't know 11 3.2 0 0

workshop worker, one work at post office, one feeding pig.

1 one village chief, one group leader, three policemen, two soldiers, one commune chief.

2 one work at church, two renting house owner, two look after children, one washing in pagoda, one
midwife, two doctor and assistant to doctor, three NGO's staff and volunteer, two chef, one teacher, three
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Family

For obvious reasons we did not want to enquire to abruptly about the children’s parents.
Interviews asked the children who they were living with (question 11), and if the child did
not mention his or her parents, the interviewer would ask about them (question 12), and
gently probe to find out if they were alive.

Two thirds (65 percent) of the children we interviewed live with at least one parent and 90
percent live with at least one sibling (Figure 6). However, 29 percent of the boys and 19
percent of the girls lost both their parents (Figure 7). Many more children lost their fathers
than their mothers, presumably because at this stage of the HIV epidemic, more men
have died than women.

Proportion of OVC who live with...
multiple answers possible

n=470
Parent Sibling UncleAunt
Grandparent Relative Pagoda

Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005

Figure 6: OVC household composition
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Survival of parents
n=470

I o parents [ both parents | only father |l only mother

Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005

Figure 7: OVC - Survival status of parents, by sex
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School, Literacy and Work

Survival literacy among the OVC is low, with
only 21 percent of boys and 29 percent of girls
evaluated as functionally literate (Figure 8). This
is worrisome, as 58 percent of all OVC
interviewed reported that they had studied grade
4 or higher at school (Figure 9).

Seventy-two OVC reported that they had
reached or were studying at secondary school.
A third of them (22/72 or 30 percent) could not
read, write and understand a simple sentence in
Khmer. Proportionally more of them were boys.

It is clear that further investigations is required to
understand why literacy rate among children
who say they are attending school is so low. It is
possible that poor reading and writing skills is a
reason for dropping out of school.

Girls drop out of school at an earlier age than
boys do, though very few OVC of either sex who
are under 15 reported that they were not
attending school (Figure 10).

literacy
n=471

Figure 8: OVC - Literacy rate, by sex

Orphans and Buddhist Nuns
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Educational attainment by age group and sex
n=471

Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005

Figure 9: OVC - Educational attainment, by age grou  p and sex

This may be a biased result, as many OVC
know that the benefits they are getting
from the OVC programme are tied to their
schooling.

School attendance overall is very high (see
Figure: 10). Keeping children in school is a
key aim of the SCA OVC program and a
condition for families receiving support.
Therefore, the attendance rate is higher
than in the general population.

However, among the older OVC, more
than a third of the girls stopped school,
against less than a fifth of the boys.

The majority of girls that quit school said
they did so because they had to work.
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Proportion of OVC currently going to school
by age group and sex (n=470)

boys girls boys girls boys girls
1=100%
Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005

boys girls

n % n %
Not going to school 8 6.2 40 11.7
Now going to school 121 93.8 302 88.3
Total 129 100.0 342 100.0

Figure 10: Proportion of OVC currently attending sc hool, by age and sex
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Reasons for not going to school
n=48

1=100%
Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005

Figure 11: OVC - Reasons for not going to school, by sex

Household tasks
n=471

Bl nothing Il Feiching water B Farm work I Help cook

I cleaning I \Washing Il care for sick family Il other
I colecingwood  [Jf§ careforanimais [l care for small children

1=100% differences between boys and girls are statistically significant at 95%
Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005

Figure 12: OVC - Household tasks, by sex
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statistically significant (Pr<0.001)
Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005

boys

n
Not working for money 92
Working for money 37
Total 129

girls
n %
198 57.9
144 42.1
342 100.0

Figure 13: OVC - proportion working for money and n

umber of hours worked, by sex

Girls who work for money work, on average, one hour and twenty minutes -or 36 percent-
more per day than boys do. This is a substantial difference, and it explains in part why
girls earn more and have a greater economic value than boys have.

Table 5: OVC - Average number of hours worked per d

ay, by sex

n mean

boys 37 3.7 hours
girls 144 5.1 hours
Average difference 1.3 hours

95% Confidence Interval
3.0- 4.5 hours
4.5 - 5.6 hours
(36 percent)
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Table 6: OVC - types of jobs among those that work  for money, by sex

Girls n=144 Boys n=37

n % n %
Labour seller, daily wage worker 66 45.8 14 37.8
Et-Chay picking 19 12.5 8 21.6
Gather and sell (crabs, earthworms, tree leaves) 24 16.7 2 5.4
Seller (cake, food, fruit...) 11 7.6 4 10.8
Fishing 6 4.2 7 18.9
Make/sell handicraft (sewing, floor mat, baskets) 11 7.6 2 5.4
Farmer 2 14 1 2.7
Construction worker 1 0.7 0 -
Factory worker 1 0.7 0 -
Unspecified job 2 1.4 0 -

The vast majority of the children hand over their earnings to their households to pay for
necessities (85 percent of the girls and 78 percent of the boys who are working). This is a
clear indication that sending the children to school constitutes for the household an
opportunity cost that is currently not compensated by the OVC programme.

More worrisome for the OVC programme, 32 percent of the girls and 14 percent of the

boys said that they used their earnings to pay for school fees, school supplies, clothes and
shoes, items that should have been provided to them by SCA.

Table 7: OVC — how they spend the money they earn, by sex

Girls n=144 Boys n=37

n % n %
Give to family, to pay for food 123 85.4 29 784
School / school supplies / clothes, shoes 46 31.9 5 135
Medicine 10 6.9 3 8.1
Saving / own spend 7 4.9 1 2.7
Give to sibling 4 2.8 0 -
Pay on debt 2 1.4 0 -

Girls that work for money earn, on average 1000 riel - 43 percent - more than boys do.
The difference in earnings between boys and girls increases with age (Figure 14).
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Daily earnings in riels, plotted against age
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One girl reported 40,000 riels (not included)
Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005
n mean 95% Confidence Interval
boys 37 2,449 riels 1,785 — 3,112 riels
girls 144 3,490 riels 2,834 — 4,145 riels
Average difference 1,041 riels (43 percent)

Figure 14: OVC - Daily earnings in riels, by age an  d sex

Girls earn more than boys do overall, but they
do not seem to have occupations that pay more
by the hour (Table 6). This suggests that girls
earn more because they work longer hours, and
probably more efficiently too.

The results above show that girls have greater
economic value than boys do.

Girls have greater market value: they work
longer hours and earn more money.

Girls have greater non-monetary value: they
cook, do the washing, and take care of the
children.

As a result, girls are taken out of school at a
younger age than boys are. The economic
incentive needed to keep a girl in school is
greater than the incentive required to keep a boy
in school.
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Problems

Family problems

Table 8: OVC — family problems, by sex

: Girls n=342 Boys n=129

Family problems

n % n %
Lack of food 194 56.7 82 63.6
Must work very hard 47 13.7 13 10.1
Must earn money 36 10.5 4 3.1
Poverty 33 9.6 4 3.1
Violence in family* 25 7.3 8 6.2
Family debt 20 5.8 1 0.8
Blamed/cursed by family 10 2.9 8 6.2
Must care for siblings, sick parent 12 3.5 5 3.9
Family arguments 13 3.8 3 2.3
Lack of warmth 5 15 3 2.3
Drunkenness 6 11 1 0.8
No problem 17 5.0 7 5.4

* Includes one girl who reported that she was scared of being raped by her stepfather
“When | finish class, | have nothing to eat. | eatr ice with salt .” (OVC girl)

School Problems

Table 9: OVC — school problems, by sex

Girls n=342 Boys n=129

School Problems

n % n %
No money to go to school 126 36.8 22 17.1
Lack school materials* 100 29.2 27 20.9
Irregular attendance 33 9.6 11 8.5
Can’t go to school/stopped 34 9.9 9 7.0
Weak in study 27 7.6 9 7.0
School is very far/no transport 31 9.1 2 15
Teacher blames or hits 18 5.3 6 4.7
Must work to earn money 19 5.6 3 2.3
Must care for sibling, sick family 11 3.2 2 15
Problem with peers 6 1.8 2 1.6
No problem 66 19.3 46 35.7

* Books, pens, school uniform, shoes or bag
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“My friends tease me that | am so big but | only stu

dy in grade 6 .” (OVC girl)

“| feel ashamed because there is no food, my mother is sick and | have no
money to pay for rent. Others say that | should not be going to school, |
should work for money ”. (14-year-old girl from Phnom Penh in year 3)

Problems with others

Table 10: OVC - Problems with others, by sex

Girls n=342 Boys n=129

n % n %
Arguments 60 17.5 40 31.0
Fighting 26 7.6 11 8.5
Look down on me™® 31 9.1 0 -
Discriminate because of HIV 24 7.0 1 0.8
Teased because orphan 11 3.2 0 -
Don't talk/play with me 22 6.4 1 0.8
Hate/dislike me 15 4.4 3 2.3
Curse/blame me 28 8.2 6 4.7
No problem 170 49.7 72 55.8

“They help to take care of my brother when |1 go to f

Reap)

“They hate me. They don't let their children come an
" (OVC girl)

afraid that they will get HIV from me

arm.” (OVC girl Siem

d play with me, they are

13 Literally “merlngay” which means to disrespect. A colloquial English translation would be “they

looked down their noses at me,” or in America “they diss’ed me.”
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Emotional Problems

“| feel bad. Sometimes when | get sick, | don't tell my mother. | know that she
has no money to buy medicine .” (OVC girl Siem Reap)

Table 11: OVC — Emotional problems, by sex

Girls n=342 Boys n=129

n % n %
Feel bad (general) 106 31.0 29 22.5
Unhappy 67 19.6 24 18.6
Scared/worried 54 15.8 21 16.3
Tired/Hopeless 16 4.7 6 4.7
Fed up/Bored 13 3.8 2 1.6
Miss my parent/s 8 2.3 6 4.7
Think a lot 7 2.0 4 3.1
Angry 7 2.0 3 2.3
Any negative emotion 283 82.7 93 72.1
Happy 11 3.2 2 1.6
No problem 40 11.7 30 23.3
Any positive emotion 51 14.9 33 25.6
Don’t know/no answer 8 2.3 3 2.3
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Who has more difficulties: a boy or a girl OVC?
n=471

I boys

I oils I same

statistically significant (Pr<0.001)
Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005

Figure 15: OVC - girls have more difficulties than boys
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Psycho-social Problems

During the OVC survey we attempted to gain insight into OVC psychosocial problems in a
few different ways. The main method used was the Depression, Anxiety, Stress Scale
(DASS). The DASS is a standardised psychological assessment instrument. It consists of
three self-report scales designed to measure the negative emotional states of depression,
anxiety and stress. The DASS is used by both researchers and clinicians.

Each of the three DASS scales contains 14 items, divided into subscales of 2-5 items with
similar content. The Depression scale assesses dysphoria, hopelessness, devaluation of
life, self-deprecation, lack of interest/involvement, anhedonia, and inertia. The Anxiety
scale assesses autonomic arousal, skeletal muscle effects, situational anxiety, and
subjective experience of anxious affect. The Stress scale is sensitive to levels of chronic
non-specific arousal. It assesses difficulty relaxing, nervous arousal, and being easily
upset/agitated, irritable/over-reactive and impatient. Subjects are asked to use 4-point
severity/frequency scales to rate the extent to which they have experienced each state
over the past week. Scores for Depression, Anxiety and Stress are calculated by summing
the scores for the relevant items.

In addition to the 42-item questionnaire, a short version, the DASS 21, is available with 7
items per scale. The DASS has been translated into 11 different languages including
Vietnamese and Chinese. This version was translated into Khmer, pre-tested and used
during the OVC survey.

Everyday, do you feel happy?
n=471

I ncver B sometimes
B ot much [ most of the time

Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005

Figure 16: OVC - boys are as unhappy as girls
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Sex differences in DASS scores

n=281

Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005

Figure 17: OVC - sex differences in DASS scores

More girls than boys showed elevated scores on
the DASS. Only 11 percent of boys scored more
than one standard deviation above the mean on
the anxiety scale, compared to 17 percent of
girls. Again 11 percent of boys scored one
standard deviation or more above the mean on
the depression subscale. However, 21 percent
of girls had elevated scores for depression. The
largest different was on the stress subscale.
Here 11 percent of boys scored one standard
deviation above the mean or higher. Conversely,
25 percent of girls reported elevated feelings of
stress on this subscale.

The fact that the DASS has not been properly
tested in a “normal” population in Cambodia
makes it impossible to judge whether these are
unusually high scores for Khmer children.
However, it is clear that there is a marked
difference between the two sexes on each of the
subscales. As the following graph shows, OVC
girls also had higher means and median scores
on each of the three scales.
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DASS scores by sex
n=281

Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005

Figure 18: OVC - girls are more anxious, depressed  and stressed than boys

Distribution of DASS scores by sex
n=281

Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005

Figure 19: OVC — Distribution of DAS scores, by sex
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Needs

The majority of boys and girls believe they all need the same support, though, surprisingly,
more boys (20 percent) than girls (11 percent) said girls need different kinds of support
than boys. One reason for this counter-intuitive result is that children understand OVC
needs as basic living requirements, like food, clothing, lodging and schooling. These basic
needs are obviously the same for both sexes. The respondents may have answered
differently if we had first asked about security, protection against physical abuse, rape,
drugs, violence, delinquency, etc.

Similar support for boy and girl orphans?
n=469

B notthe same [ same

statistically significant (Pr<0.01)
Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005

Figure 20: Girls need the same kind of supportas b oys, by sex

The girls’ wishes as to whom should support them is clear: 71 percent of the girls want an
NGO, against 4 percent who said “a nun”. This is not very surprising if one understands
support by “material support”. The children know that only an NGO can afford to give them
clothes, school supplies, a bicycle, and, later, vocational training and scholarships.

Multiple answers were not allowed for this question, so the desire to be supported by an
NGO does not mean that the girls would mind being taken care of by a nun, or a
neighbour. In fact, only six percent mentioned nuns as the person they would least want
(Figure 21).

NGOs also have a good reputation as places to stay. Half the girls say they would prefer
to live in an NGO managed centre, and almost a third in an orphanage (Figure 22). Nine
percent of the girls prefer the pagoda, but just as many see the pagoda as the worse
possible place to live, worse even than the street.
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Children's wishes
n=342 girls

Who would you like to have
as a support person in your village?

Who would you not like to have
as a support person in your village?
—
—
I—
—

Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005

Figure 21: OVC preferences for support, by sex

Children's wishes
n=342 girls

Where would you prefer to live?

Where would you not want to live? E

Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005

Figure 22: Where OVC would/would not like to live, by sex
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How nuns can help OVC

Over half the girls think the nuns can help them by giving advice and encouraging them.
This is either a very kind assessment of the nun’s wisdom, or a realistic expection of what
nuns can actually do. The boys are less kind and more materialistic: they say the nuns
can help them with food (45 percent), school supplies (16 percent) and money (15
percent). To be fair, almost a quarter of the boys said the nuns could provide advice and
moral support.

Table 12: How nuns can help orphans, accordingtog irl and boy OVC

Girls n=342 Boys n=129
n % n %

Give advice/encourage 184 53.8 30 23.3
Give rice, food, cloth, cake... 55 16.1 58 45.0
Give educational materials/ support to school 35 10.2 20 15.5
Give money 29 8.5 19 14.7
Make fun, happy and feel warm 28 8.2 15 11.6
Teach Dharma 30 8.8 9 7.0
Look after/take care 22 6.4 8 6.2
Teach literature/skill 20 5.8 5 3.9
Help to do house work 18 5.3 3 2.3
Help to solve family problem 9 2.6 0 0
Can't help 7 2.0 0 0
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Plans for the future

Nearly three quarters of girl and boy OVC think that their life will be better their parent’s.
The main reason is that they have studied more than their parents, even though some
dropped out school. “I hope that my future will be better than my parents because |
studied more than them”. More girl OVC reported that they are working for money, and try
to go to school. The difference between boy and girl OVC is not significant

Do you think your life will be better than your parents?
n=471

I uch better | about the same
B better I .orse or much worse*

*Only one boy answered 'much worse'
Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005

Figure 23: Proportion of OVC who think their life w ill be better than their parents' by sex

Obviously, parents of orphans and HIV/AIDS affected children did not have pleasant lives.
It is not difficult for their children to imagine they can have a better life. One respondent
said he was hopeful because he tries to understand about HIV/AID. “I will protect my self
from HIV/AIDS”. However, some OVC reported that they are HIV positive themselves, and
said that their future may the same or worse than their parent.

Poverty also is another factor that children say will affect their future. ”If | have money, |
can study for my future.”

What do OVC want to be?

A quarter of the children would like to be teachers, and fifth doctors. Over half of the
children hope to have jobs that require a university education.

Sixteen percent of the boys would like to be construction workers, which shows that they
do not have very high expectations. Not surprisingly, few girls are attracted to construction
work, which requires physical strength. Girls are very interested in sewing (tailor), while
boys are not. Sewing is a popular job among Cambodian woman.
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Table 13: OVC - plans for the future, by sex

What do you want to be when you Girls n=342 Boys n=129
grow up? . % . %
Teacher 93 27.2 26 20.2
Doctor 67 19.6 22 17.1
Tailor 79 23.1 1 0.8
Own skills* 23 6.7 24 18.6
Factory worker 29 8.5 5 3.9
Construction worker 6 1.8 21 16.3
Work in NGO/Company 12 3.5 3 2.3
Own business 11 3.2 2 1.6
Interpreter 9 2.6 3 2.3
Singer/Actor 8 2.3 2 1.6
PM/Lawyer/Postman/Pilot 1 0.3 9 7.0
Farmer 2 0.6 7 54
Don’'t know 4 1.2 0 0
* Own skills: Hair dresser/cut, beautician, mechanics/repairs, driver, carpenter, painter, beauty salon...

To become a doctor is the third most popular wish among girls and boys alike. Many
children said that they felt bad when they saw their parents get sick. This might the reason
why so many OVC want to be doctors: they would have liked to treat their parents.

Do they think it will become true?
We asked the children if their wishes will become true or not. There are no differences

between girls and boys, only about a fifth do not think they will get the job they are
expecting.
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Will your wish come true?

BN o BN yes

Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005

Figure 24: OVC - proportion of respondents who thin k their wish will come true

“If 1 study hard, my wish will become true”. The most common idea is that as long as they
go to school and study hard, then there is always hope that their wish will come true. Most
children say they want to work hard if they can afford continue their study. They are also
sensitive to the social status that comes with hard work and a respectful job. “I study hard;
I don’t want people to look down on me!”

Table 14: OVC — reason why wish will come true, by  sex

Girls n=267 Boys n=105
n % n %
Study hard 207 77.5 69 65.7
Support/promote from relative/NGO 18 6.7 12 11.4
Have confidence/hopeful 13 4.9 13 12.4
Work hard for money 16 6.0 2 1.9
Have some resource/ability 12 4.5 4 3.8

Despite the support from SCA, some children worry that they will have to drop out of
school soon. They say their families are poor, and that they do not have much hope for
their future.

Following reasons are the barriers for both girl and boy OVC think that they will not
success in future
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Table 15: OVC - reason why wish will not come true, by sex
Girls n=74 Boys n=24
n % %
Lack of money/poor family 34 45.9 15 62.5
Drop school/Afraid drop of school 21 28.4 4 16.7
No one support/take care 13 17.6 3 12.5
No ability/hopeless 4 5.4 0 0
Bad health 2 2.7 2 8.3
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Nuns and Monks results

Sample and background

We interviewed 112 monks in the 17 SCA supported pagodas, and 216 nuns in 22
pagodas (including SCA supported pagodas). The Nun’'s Association directed us to the
non SCA pagodas. Response rate among nuns and monks was high, though not as high
as for the children. 216 Nuns and 112 Monks were successfully interviewed.

Interviewers approached the Nuns and Monks at the pagoda, so the sample is slightly

biased in favour of less mobile monks and nuns. The sample of monks includes monks
who are working for the OVC programme.

Interview results and response rate
n=348 nuns and monks found

Il completed
Il resp refusal
Il resp term

Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005

Monks Nuns
n % n %
Total found 119 100.0 229 100.0
respondent termination 1 0.8 7 3.1
respondent refusal 6 5.0 6 2.6
Interview successfully completed 112 94.1 216 94.3

Table 16: Monks and Nuns Interview Completion Rate, by Sex

Most (82 percent) of the monks we interviewed are under 30 years old. In contrast, 61
percent of the nuns we found in 22 pagodas were between 60 and 74 years old, and 15
percent were 75 years or older. This difference in age is explained by Khmer tradition.
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Men train as monks when they are young, and can leave the monkhood after a few years.
Nuns become nuns when they are old, and stay nuns until they die.

The age difference is so great that, on average, the nuns in our sample can be our monks’
great grand-mothers! The generation gap between monks and nuns is even greater when
considering the psychological effects of the Khmer Rouge regime. Nuns living in Pagodas
have undoubtedly suffered more than these young monks.

Respondents' age and sex
n=328

Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005

n Average age 95% Confidence Interval
Monks 112 25.3 23.2-274
Nuns 216 64.9 63.5 - 66.2

Figure 25: Nuns and Monks - Age pyramid and average  age

Cambodian people usually practice Dharma when they are old; some while living in
pagodas, others at home. There were many reasons that pushed our respondents to
become nuns. The main reason is religious: to study Dharma (41 percent) and for love of
Buddhism (26 percent). The pagoda is also a refuge for old, helpless women: a third
became nuns because they had no support or were alone, stressed or unhappy (15
percent), sick (5 percent) or had nothing to do at home. Only two nuns reported that they
became nuns to help people (Figure 26).
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Figure 26: Why do nuns become nuns?

While none of these reasons have much relevance to helping orphan girls, they are not all
incompatible either. Indeed, some nuns may actually need the companionship and
support of a young girl. However, one may wonder if some of these old nuns will not
become an additional burden and source of stress for the girls.

What do nuns do before becoming nuns?

The vast majority (94 percent) of the
respondents worked before becoming nuns.
Over half of them were farmers. With the
exception of three health workers, all of them
had occupations requiring no education and
few skills (Table 17).

Their past occupations are similar to those of
the OVC household heads, but are very
different form the aspirations of the children
we interviewed (see Table 4 page 22).

For young girls, these venerable nuns are
more likely to be models of wisdom and
modesty than examples of modernity and
professional ambition.

Orphans and Buddhist Nuns

48



Table 17: Respondent’s occupation before she became anun

n=216 % n=216 %
Farmer 118 54.6 | Sell fish 4 19
Sell food 30 13.9 | Doctor, nurse 3 14
Seller 13 6.0 | Servant 2 09
Sell vegetable, fruit 11 5.1 | Traditional massage 2 09
Sell cake, dessert, noodles 10 4.6 | Collect the scrap 2 0.9
Salary worker 7 3.2 | Make tread, basket 2 09
Sell other goods 6 2.8 | Cut grass 1 05
Tailor 4 1.9 | Nojob 13 6.0

Where are the nuns from?

Even though interviews were conducted in only four provinces, nun respondents are from
15 different provinces, Kampuchea krom and Vietnam.

Table 18: Nuns - Respondent’s place of origin

Province n=216 Province n=216
Siem Reap 55 Kampuchea krom 4
Prey Veng 48 Battambang 3
Kandal 35 Pursat 2
Takeo 25 Koh Kong 1
Phnom Penh 13 Vietnam 1
Kompong Cham 10 Kompong Chhnang 1
Kompong Thom 7 Banteay Meanchey 1
Svay Reang 5 Kompong Speu 1
Kampot 4
Literacy

The difference in literacy rates between monks and nuns is striking: Two thirds of the
monks are literate, whereas barely a fifth of the nuns are literate. Forty-three percent of
nuns are illiterate while there are no illiterate monks in our sample (Figure 27).

This suggests that it is probably easier to train and work with monks. The difference in
literacy rate is mostly due to the fact that nuns belong to a generation where few girls went
to school, whereas the young men who choose to spend some time in the pagodas to
train as monks would be more likely to have learned how to read and right.
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literacy
n=328

Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005

Figure 27: Nuns and Monks - literacy rate

Nuns’' Role

In pagodas, as in any organisation, there are
rules and hierarchies. Monks, achar (wise men)
and nuns have specific roles. The head of the
pagoda is the head monk. The head nun is in
charge of the newcomers, assigns tasks and
deals with all the problems related to nuns.

There are nevertheless some differences
between pagodas. Sometimes a head nun can
manage all the nuns living in the pagoda, or
contact people, without reporting to the head
monk. In other pagodas, the head nun has to ask
permission each time a nun wants to do
something inside or outside pagoda.

In any case, to contact nuns in pagodas, one has
to contact the head nun first.
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Table 19: Nuns — permission to take care of an orph  an in the pagoda

If a nun wants to support orphan children, where wo uld she ask

for permission? n=216 %
Head of nuns 106 49.1
Head of monks 100 46.3
Pagoda committee 63 29.2
Wise men (ACHA) 23 10.7
Sub head of monks 20 9.3
Monks 13 6.0
Provincial head of monks 8 3.7
Local authority 5 2.3
Nun’s association 4 1.9
Organization 2 0.9
No need to ask permission 1 0.5
Don’t know 7 3.2

What do nuns do in pagodas?

Nuns who stay in pagodas usually live in small cottages. Some pagodas have only a few
of cottages available for nuns. Those who have money can build a concrete cottage on
the pagoda grounds. In most pagodas, nuns are responsible for their own food. Some
nuns leave the pagoda during harvest season to look after their grandchildren, while the
parents and older siblings are busy in the fields. Cottages in pagoda are usually locked
because the nuns are busy, either meditating (one to three sessions a day, a session

lasting about one hour) or preparing Buddhist ceremony for the community.
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The three main duties of nuns in pagoda are study and practice Dharma, prepare food for
the monks and clean pagoda yard. Nuns believe that they will get good luck if they do
everything to serve Buddhism.

Table 20: What nuns do in pagodas.

What do nuns do in pagodas? n=216 %
Study and practice Dharma 171 79.2
Prepare food for monk 146 67.6
Clean 122 56.5
Look after pagoda’s property 18 8.3
Prepare something for Buddhist ceremony 15 6.9
Sew clothes for monk and Buddhist statue 4 1.9
Grow vegetable 4 1.9
Look after children 1 0.5

As practicing Buddhists, nuns are respected in the community. People often consult them
for advice as they are considered reliable. Nuns are always invited to organize
ceremonies or recite Dharma in the community or in a family.

The Nun’s association has about eleven thousand members. There are few nun trainers
as for several towns-provinces. They are trained in Buddhism and in various social issues
(e.g. women right and gender, leadership and social work, including domestic violence,
peace building and conflict resolution, paralegal and trauma counselling. They
disseminate these skills in their community.
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Table 21: How nuns can help the community

How can nuns help the community? n=216 %
Recite Dharma when there is ceremony in villager's house.

Help in ceremony 122 56.5
Give idea/ advice 60 47.6
Help money/ contribute money 20 15.9
No can'’t help 31 24.6

Even though nuns live in pagodas, they are not totally isolated the community. They are
respected, and their families consult them for advice.

Knowledge and Perceptions about OVC

Family problems. Nuns and Monks are aware of the many issues that OVC face.
According to them, family problems for boy and girl OVC are the same: 53 percent of nuns
and 26 percent of monks said that girl OVC do not get enough food. The other problems
that both boy and girl OVC have in family are lack of money, clothes, a home, no one to
support them and to take care of them, work hard to earn money, parentless/parents died,
lack of warmth, domestic violence, etc. 6 percent of nuns don't know about girl OVC
problem in family.

School problems. Twenty eight percent of nuns and 39 percent of monks said girl OVC
cannot go to school. They say it is because they do not have school supplies, have no
money to go to school, do not go regularly because they have to work for money or are
busy doing housework, etc.

Problems with neighbours and other children. Thirty seven percent of nuns and 34
percent of monks said girl OVC have no problem with their neighbours or other children.
However, 10 percent of nuns and 16 percent of monks said that girl OVC were looked
down by their neighbours or other children. Moreover, both boy and girl OVC are
discriminated against.

Health problems. Three percent of the nuns and 27 percent of the monks said girl OVCs
have weak health. The most frequent illness that nuns (28 percent) and monks (17
percent) mentioned for girl OVC is fever. Nuns think that girls have more health problems
than boys.

Emotional problems.  Forty percent of the nuns and 38 percent of the monks said that
girl OVCs are always sad because of what is happening to them. They think more about
their problems, their parents, the fact that they have no support, no money, and cannot go
to school. They worry more about the future. Girls usually think more about problems than
boys.

Other problems. Girls have more problems than boys. Most of them are in charge of
earning money to support their families. Nuns and monks alike raised the issue of lack of
transportation for both girl and boy OVC.

Even though the issues raised are not quite different between girl and boy OVC, nuns and
monks respondents confirmed that girl OVC still have more difficulty than boy.

Girl OVC have more difficulties than boy OVC
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Who has more difficulties: a boy or a girl OVC?

Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005

Figure 28: Nuns and Monks - girl orphans have more difficulties than boy orphans

The reason that nuns say girls have more difficulties than boys is that they are less
autonomous, less mobile, and more vulnerable to physical abuse (Table 22).

Table 22: Nuns - Reasons why girl orphans have more difficulties than boys

Girls have more difficulties than boys because n=116 %
Can't go far, can get raped..... 44 37.9
No place to stay, No one to support them 28 24.1
Tradition (Can’t go out at night, can’t go far from house) 27 23.3
Work for money 17 14.7
Do much housework 7 6.0
Think a lot 5 4.3
Physically weak 5 4.3
Not safe from step father/mother 2 1.7

Twenty eight percent of the nuns think that girl and boy orphans have the same difficulties
because both of them have no parents to take care of them, they can’t go to school, and
no one supports them, etc.

Fewer nuns than monks say that girl orphans have more difficulties than boy orphans (54

percent versus 78 percent). Girls are exposed to rape and physical abuse, while boys are
more exposed to drugs, and more likely to become gangsters.
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However 18 percent of nuns reported that boy OVC have more difficulties than girls
because boy OVC have more physically strenuous work hard, or have to work far from
house, or have fewer job opportunities than girls.

OVC needs

Girl and boy OVC have the same needs: education, emotional support, food, clothes, etc
but they need different vocational skills.

Educational support:  Both girl and boy OVC should get the support to go to school and
study foreign languages such as English, Chinese, French, Japanese, and Thai. Nuns
said OVC need support and supplies not to drop out of school.

Vocational skill:  According to the nuns, girls and boys need to learn different skills. Nuns
said the following vocational skills should be provided:

For girls: Hair dressing/manicure/pedicure, computers, tailor/sewing, weaving,
farming, cooking, art and painting.

For boys: Construction, computers, mechanics, driving, metal works, tailor, hair
dressing/cutting, translating, electricity, shoe shining, tourism (guide) and
carpentry.

Emotional support: Girls and boys alike need to be encouraged and looked after by
people around them. They need someone “to make them comfortable and warm”. Nuns
and monks said they can support them by teaching them Buddhism, morality, dharma and
meditation to relieve their sadness.

Material support: Nuns reported that OVC need many things, like school supplies,
bicycles, clothes, money, food and rice, sewing machine, etc. Bicycle is the most common
material need raised by nuns. Most of these things SCA already provides.

Other need: Nuns said that OVC need a suitable place to stay, medicine, domestic
animals (cow, chicken, etc.)

According to the nuns and monks girls OVC have more difficulties than boys, so they need
more support than boy OVC.

Problems with girls in Pagoda

Most monks said that pagodas have no problem supporting girl OVC because they can
stay with the nuns, as nun and monks live in separate places. Moreover, pagoda is the
place for supporting poor or vulnerable people. Pagodas can support OVC and send them
to school. However, there are some problems that pagoda face as follow:

« 25 percent of the nuns and 32 percent of the monks said it is forbidden for girls to
be in the pagoda, while 23 percent of the nuns and 63 percent of the monks said
it is not a problem;

» 16 percent of the nuns and 2 percent of the monks said that there was not enough
food to go around

» 11 percent of the nuns said they had no time to take care of children

» 7 percent of the nuns and 4 percent of the monks said there was nowhere for girls
to stay
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» 6 percent of the nuns and 3 percent of the monks said they came to the pagoda for
some peace and quiet...

Small girls can stay in most pagodas but have to leave when they grow up and before
they begin menstruating.

Table 23: Nuns - How can we support orphan girls on  ce they are too old for the pagoda?

Adolescent boys can stay in the pagoda but adolesce nt girls

cannot. How do we can support those girls? n=216 %
Contact organization for them to stay and study 81 375
Give food, rice, money, educational support, clothes 40 18.5
Find the proper place for them 35 18.5
They can stay with nuns 34 15.7
Provide skill to them 31 14.4
Find and send them to relative or foster family 22 10.2
Find job for them 15 6.9
Encourage them and offer emotional support 14 6.5

Potential for Nuns to Support Girl OVC

Both nuns and monks respondents think that
NGO is the most suitable organization to take
care of OVC, particularly girl OVC.

Respondents think that NGO have the ability and
budget to support and send OVC to school.
NGOs can provide vocational training, a place for
OVC to study, advice and contacts with other
NGOs for more support.

Nuns were considered as suitable because they
are associated with Khmer religion. Nun is the
second suitable person to work closely with girl
OVC; nuns know about girl difficulties, girls mind
because they are the same sex. OVC girls can
stay with nuns and they study dharma,
meditation, and get good advice.

Monks are more appropriate mentors for boys
than nuns for girls. This may partly be due to the
fact that most monks we interviewed are part of
the SCA OVC programme.
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Who is most suitable to work with ...

Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005

Most suitable for boys Most suitable for girls
monks nuns monks nuns

n % n % n % n %
Authority 7 6.3 5 4.5 5 2.3 16 7.4
Villager or Neighbour 3 2.7 4 3.6 5 2.3 2 0.9
Monk 51 455 4 3.6 2 0.9 68 315
Nun 0 20 17.9 37 17.1 1 0.5
Friends 1 0.9 1 0.9 2 0.9 2 0.9
NGO 50 44.6 77 68.8 157 72.7 119 55.1
Peer educator 0 1 0.9 6 2.8 7 3.2
Other 0 0 2 0.9 1 0.5
Total 112 100.0 112 100.0 216  100.0 216 100.0
Figure 29: Person most suitable to work with boy an d girl OVC, according to monks and

nuns

How can nuns help OVC girl?

In pagodas, nuns are responsible for their own survival. Nuns who have families are
supported by their relatives. The nun’s living conditions in the pagodas are not good, so
they will need material support if they are asked to take care of a girl. Moreover, most of
nuns living in pagodas are old and tired, so they are hesitant to support OVC.

However, 73 percent of the nuns said they were willing to support an orphan. Forty-eight
percent said they were willing to support an orphan if they had enough money or food.
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Others offered emotional support. They hope they will make girls feel happier if they work
closely with them

Nun support for OVC
n=216 nuns

If an NGO asked you to support an orphan, Have you ever participated in an NGO
what would you say? children programme?

Il o
Il yes with condition Il no
Il yes without condition Il yes
Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005
Figure 30: Proportion of nuns who would support an orphan

Nuns who live in pagodas study and practice
Dharma. They do not work or earn any money so
it is difficult for them to support someone. Nuns
need resources to support an OVC.

Most do not know how to read. “I'm illiterate; if
you want me to teach an orphan, you have to
teach me first”.
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Table 24: Kind of support Nuns can provide for OVC

What do you need to support an orphan girl? n=216 %

Money 144 66.7
Food/rice 109 50.5
Clothes/cloth 100 46.3
Educational materials 74 34.3
Place to stay 18 8.3
Trainings/skills 12 5.6
Bike/transportation 12 5.6
Medicine 10 4.6
Sewing machine 1 0.5
Anything 42 19.4
No need because can't help 5 2.3
Don’t know 3 1.4

HIV/AIDS Knowledge and Stigma

With the exception of one nun, all the
respondents heard about HIV/AIDS. Nuns
know less about HIV/AIDS than monks.
Nearly a half the monks got training on
HIV/AIDS, against only 14 percent of the
nuns.

However, only a quarter of nun
respondents want to be trained on
HIV/AIDS. Nuns are old, and many are in
the pagodas to isolate themselves from
society. They become Buddhist nuns to
focus on dharma, and do not wish to be
distracted or disturbed.

Nuns are less susceptible than monks to
tolerate people living with HIV/AIDS. Nuns
rank lower on the AIDS stigma scale than
monks. This is obviously because monks
got more training than nuns and most of
the monks are young and more aware of
what is going on in the world. They most
certainly are more concerned personally
with sexual matters than the nuns.
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Have you heard of AIDS?

monks nuns

Only one nun said she never heard of AIDS

Domrei - SCA/OVC Survey, 2005

Figure 31: Monks and Nuns - knowledge and training on AIDS
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Figure 32: Monks and Nuns - AIDS Stigma Scale
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Discussion and recommendations

In this final section, we discuss and synthesise the research results as they relate to the
three research questions:

What are the issues and vulnerabilities of girl OVC?

What problems do pagodas face in supporting girl OVC?

What is the potential for nuns to support girl OVC?

We also make some recommendations for programs already supporting girl orphans, for
new projects aiming to work with Buddhist nuns and OVC and for future OVC research in
Cambodia.

Vulnerability of girl orphans and children

OVC girls are more vulnerable than boys are. This intuitive conclusion has been confirmed
by the results of our research. In our interviews, key informants, nuns, monks, boy OVC
and the girls themselves, echoed this fact.

However, the nature of the vulnerabilities we documented was more unexpected. Most
OVC families are poor and many are extremely vulnerable. Girls are more likely to be
given and to take significant financial responsibility in their families. Our quantitative data
shows that girls work harder, longer and contribute more income to their families than boy
OVC do. In addition, our qualitative results show that girls feel more responsibility for
family finances and for the future health and well-being of the family:

“I'm afraid that my younger siblings will catch malaria, because we have no money for
medicine...” (12-year-old girl in Takeo)

“l want to stop studying and find work. | want to earn money to give my mother to buy
food... I'm afraid my siblings are always hungry.”( 9-year-old girl in Phnom Penh)
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Comments like these were common among the girls. They show how even very young
girls feel a strong sense of financial responsibility for their families.

However, this was not true for the boys. While there were a few OVC boys who worried
about stopping school to earn money and support the family, they were a small minority.
Overall, boys were more likely to be concerned about immediate personal problems than
the future of the family.

“I have no money for going to school. My sister can’t earn enough to support me.”(16-
year-old OVC boy in Takeo)

OVC girls also showed and reported more signs of anxiety, stress and depression than
OVC boys did. A much higher proportion of OVC girls scored one of more standard
deviations above the sample mean. However, some of these differences were not
significant and there were very depressed, anxious and stressed children of both sexes in
our sample.

The qualitative results showed that most respondents felt that OVC girls were more
constrained by Khmer culture and tradition. They felt that boys had more options available
to them and therefore girls needed more support than boys did. The following quotes
illustrate these common responses from both Nuns and Monks.

“It is more difficult for girls. Boys can live wherever they like. Girls cannot.” (Nun in Phnom
Penh)

“Girls need more support. If they have no job, people will disrespect them and they can be
cheated easily. People criticize them a lot more than boys.” (Monk in Takeo)

Figure 33: OVC girl in Phnom Penh
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Of course, many respondents also mentioned that girls were more physically vulnerable to
violence generally, rape and human trafficking.

“Girls are caught and sold. They are cheated because they have low education.” (Monk in
Phnom Penh)

“Girls are weak. They fear rape in the future. Boys are strong, so no one can hurt them.”
(Nun in Prey Veng)

Problems pagodas face when supporting girl OVC

Pagodas are largely a male
environment. Even when there are
substantial numbers of Nuns they are
subordinate to monks. Even at the
Nuns meditation center in Odong —
the head nun is subordinate to the
pagoda committee — led by a monk.

A quarter (25 percent) of the nuns
said it is forbidden for girls to be in
the pagoda; 23 percent said it was no
problem.

16 percent said that there was not
enough food to go around. 11
percent said they had no time to take
care of children. 7 percent said there
was nowhere for girls to stay. 6
percent said they came to the
pagoda for some peace and quiet...

If girls live in pagoda, relationships
between monk and girl might develop

There is no money to build cottage

for nuns and girls. Many pagodas Figure 34: OVC Interview on the pagoda steps
have no nuns on site. Nuns’ cottages

in pagoda are usually locked because nuns go out to ceremonies and community. It is
unsafe for girl OVC to stay in the cottage alone while huns go out.

Potential for Nuns to support girl orphans

The key question for this research was to discover how Nuns could potentially support
OVC girls. During the key informant interviews and background gathering for the research,
we discovered one place where Nuns were already supporting older girls.

Wat Koh at Odong is a small pagoda with a number of Nuns near the large Nuns training
center and meditation retreat called Vipassana Thurak. There is a small program here
supported by the Nuns Association and private donations that provides support to older
adolescent girls from various parts of the country. The main aim of the program it to allow
girls from poor families to continue their studies into secondary school and hopefully
above.
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There are currently 16 girls staying at the pagoda aged between 16 and 20. All the girls go
to primary or secondary school and help with gardening, weaving and other tasks around
the small pagoda. A few are orphans but most have parents.

During the research, we noticed a sharp divergence of opinion on the subject. OVC girls
overwhelmingly liked the idea of Nuns as mentors, supporters and grandmothers. Only 14
in our sample of 342 girls did not like the idea. Most of these girls said that they were
scared of Nuns, some because they had not had much contact with them. Most girl OVC
like nuns because they are the same sex, and look like grandmothers so people respect
them. Nuns are said to be good advisors.

Figure 35: Don Chi Ly Souern watches an orphan girl weave krama

The girls saw many positive possibilities of being supported by a nun:

“l feel warm because a Nun is the same as a mother.” (15 year old girl in Siem Reap
province)

“| feel happy when nuns speak with me. Nuns like children and give good ideas.” (11 year
old girl in Prey Veng province)

“| feel happy because a nun is a good person and can help to make me a good person
t0o.” (13 year old girl in Takeo province)

However, the nuns we interviewed are not so sure.
We know that many Nuns go to live in the pagoda at the end of their lives. This explains

why the average age for Nuns in our sample was around 65 years. Many Nuns go to live
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in the pagoda to get away from everyday annoyances and find some peace and quiet.
This probably explains why many were unenthusiastic about supporting orphan girls

It is probably that the selection of Nuns that we interviewed may have biased this result. In
the survey, we only interviewed Nuns living in pagodas. We did not interview any nuns
living in the community.

However, there are another group of Nuns — the majority of Cambodian Nuns in fact —
who live outside of pagodas. Nuns living in the community are probably quite different in
some important ways from the Nuns in our sample. They are likely to be:
- Younger

Better off

Healthier

Happier (many women retire to the pagoda when heartbroken, mentally ill)

More numerous

More connected to the community

Not sick of noisy children

Still part of extended family networks

We believe (and the Nuns association agrees) that Nuns living outside pagodas would be
an excellent resource for OVC girls.

In any case, SCA will need to adapt its approach to Nuns, as nuns are not “female
monks”. Unlike monks, most nuns are older women. Unlike monks, most nuns are nuns
for life. Nuns are more likely to be illiterate than monks. Nuns know less about AIDS than
monks. Due to their lower knowledge, Nuns are more likely to display stigma and
discrimination about HIV and AIDS than monks.

We suggest that the short Nuns questionnaire already developed for this survey be used
as a screening and selection tool to chose community based Nuns as support people for
girl OVC.
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Recommendations

OVC Girls

Monitor school attendance more closely. Set up program for preventing OVC,
especially adolescent girls, from leaving school to work.

Provide vocational skills to girl OVC

Set up a centre for nuns and let girls OVC stay with them.

OVC Program
Monitor more closely girl OVC who have no close relatives.

Select only volunteer nuns for the program and screen them carefully to check their
motivation.

Select both nuns who live in pagoda and nuns stay at home can join the program,
though the latter may be more appropriate (e.g. younger and more motivated).

Select the representative of other nuns for each program area
Select a suitable place near target villages and build the small cottage for nuns. Ask
for space in the pagoda if possible; if nuns place on pagoda grounds is separated from

monks then the presence of girl orphans in the pagoda is more acceptable

Provide training to nuns about HIV/AIDS, home care, counselling skill, emergency
support, vocational skills.

Provide educational material, rice, food, etc to OVC and nuns

Assign nuns to visit OVC households regularly and provide counselling or other
support.

OVC Research

Investigate the phenomenon of ‘disappearing’ adolescent girls further to determine if
this is internal migration for employment or trafficking.

Disseminate OVC research to NGO and donors to increase support and improve child
protection.
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Annexes

Annex 1: List of Contacts and key informants

Organization

Contact person

Position

Nun’s Association

Don Chee Ly Soeurn
Mrs. Chhy Kimsov
Mrs. Pao Vanna

Director
Field coordinator
Program facilitator

Buddhist Institute

Mr. Pum Buntin

Library manager

Ministry of Cult and Religions

Uong Sophearin

Program
Coordinator of
Buddhist Leadership
Initiative on
HIV/AIDS

HACC (HIV/AIDS Coordinating Committee)

Seng Sopheap

Director

MEDICAM

Sin Somuny, MD, MPH

Executive Director

NAA (National AIDS Authority)

Tea Phalla

Director

NCHADS

Dr. Seng Sut wantha

Deputy Director

KHANA Care and Support

Dr. Leng Kuoy

Senior Program
Officer

WVI HIV/AIDS program

Dr. Srey Mony, MD

Project Manager

CARE HIV/AIDS program

Dr. PanhaRun

Administration

FHI (Family Health International Cambodia) Ms. Chanthy OVC Project Officer

UNICEF Chin Sedtha Assistant Project
Officer

Maryknoll Mr. John Tucker Lay Missionary

Mith Samlanh/ Friends

Mr.Pin Sokhom

Outreach Team
Leader

Policy Project

Mean Reatanak Sambath

Senior Program
Officer

Save the Children Australia

Mr. Nou Chanthea

Tina Wesslund

HIV/AIDS and RH
program Officer

Child Participation
Advisor
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Annex 2: OVC questionnaire

Participatory Research on OVC Girls and Buddhist Nuns

CONFIDENTIAL

! Province:

District:

Village:

Male (1)
#$ %&
n )*

©)

Female (2)

' V(e!llth Ranking —

Poorest (0)

Medium (1)

Better-off (2)

House Type — please check your own observation

1)

()

3) ' n

House palm leaves/thatch (0) house wood/roof palm leaves (1) house wood/roof tin (2)
house wood/roof tile (3) brick or concrete (4)

(4¥t

[ [EEEE

RESULT

1% attempt Appointment 2" attempt
Date / /05 / /05 / /05
Time
Location
Interviewer I_I_I I_I_I I_I_I

1
2
3
4
5
6
Interviewer Supervisor Encoderl Archived
Code Box:
Date [/ /105 /105 /[ /105 /[ 105
Signature
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Introduction:

Hello! | am (use your name) .................... working with Domrei Research and Consulting. We are here to interview
children about their lives and some of their problems. Please don't be scared or worried because this is only about
children. Everything you say will be kept quietly (confidential). We won't let anybody in the village or your family know what
you say.

You can refuse to answer any questions that you don’t want to answer or you can stop to discuss the questions at any
time. | want to thank you and say | hope this interview will only take 30 minutes. | want to remind you that all your answers

are very important. This is not a test. There are no right or wrong answers. Therefore, | want to ask you to answer
honestly. This will allow my team to collect good information to help other children like you.

Do you have any questions for me?

Can | start asking the questions now?

H -
/% O
-1
o

,)& - . I ( ' &/ )Wealth Ranking '

1€
1 G9 0)) %* 5->3 Y Glupae 0
' ,%aA 1
( % %.2)S )
)) * + Bicycle 3
0 0 i
4
, - 0-*1 213 Y0 /OQefrlgerator
MMotorcycIe 5
What assets does your family own? % @C 5
art
Prompt by reading the list
%Boat 7
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Multiple answers possible — circle all answers given

P ) G /()a5<oyun 8

G9 O)C*+ >>3Y

G !N))t have 0

) %hicken/ducks 1
1
( 8 Pigs 2
) o Kk
2 oats 3
*4 5 % 36 -$ *
What farm animals does your family own? GCOWS 4
Prompt by reading the list (Multiple answers possible) Horses 5
Check that they do not mind the animals for someone else
Buffalo 6
G!) %7nébkesfied 0
O) ) 2) CO)9) M#)! )Y 8 9/G9 'D% |

How many toilets does your house have?

Share with other family

) Z) [Onetoilet 2
) Z) ' P 7%/ more 3

A 0)))

How many rooms in your house are used for sleeping?

| COWW)#)QWFO)] K)

L[]

,)& O . " '1& %(ground

5 O ) .WIQ@aMere YOU BOIMN?...ooiiiieeeeeeeeee - /#G’ 893 inQars I_I_I
O N I$ U %v M# I!a %u studied? Bfaae
© ) ) N p'h %\)e‘,dd $,%$Tértiary|_lzl
,) ,)( ) ) If no formal schooling code ‘00
Oano 0
7 O ) O*# A)D)Z)u g$to Jc}()ol now?

( % Ges Skip to Q9 1

?#-0),)() %7 MY
)t

(Multiple answers possible)
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)C  YwbntWntto 2

N> W@l s
G')$ N $)7 4

No school available/school far

89/ ,Cielp athome 5
2 IDthers .............................
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) H2M#)!)) )T A O)

How many people slept in your house last night?

Y

N63NH- . IA [J-C G )
)6 *>DE'C G CO0$/]

*# erents/Parent 1
OS' ter/Brother 2

*Aunt/UncIe 3
)t
10 // Grandma/Grandpa 4
Who d li ith?
o foyon et O) 2 Gafamiy s
Let respondent tell about all the people, you will know who they
live with; please circle answers A Pa5)da 6
(Multiple answers possible) hers.....——————
2 bihers.. . ====== 5
*
\) *- ./~ G)A#9% /9P A | A Hodkns o
*
LIMC#4* 5/0)Y M 9CC $G CO$If# Slepaems 4
)K 4’E#Iy father 2
If there is no the answer of parent, please ask “How about your
parents” then circle the right answer. )K 5dn|y mother 3
GI) Rothin% 0
8 0- ( O- .
Cleaning/Sweeping
'# Collecting wood 2
$ D E O ) > ,C+ = 3 Y '%Fetchingwater 3
) * 4 ( G\Nashing 4
12 | what household tasks do you do? K% 0 &aCifammas s
(Multiple answers possible) 8 /| 80 Far!17work 6
K % Ozxre8Qiclli family 7
$ Qrafor small children 8
' O 89/!1169 cook 9
2 bxhers......::::::—_gg:
13 G9 HuvnaY work does the head of your household do? | ...,
0 ; 0
14 *>D E O ) > D:) you W$#/r %M’? /O\IO(Sklp 0 Q19)
(% Ges 1
15 > wna¥yourworkz
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> ' $#HIM#H)I)M A9DEY | o ____

How many hours do you work for pay each day?

16

21 O) $#/() MAG), & 9D EY\G, 8 | ] AG

How much do you earn per day? (Average)

O )/ $#/) %a?do Bu Uth that money?

18

,)& 4 . " 5 ! Orphans’ issues

) O) 89 *Kk30( - 3))Yq@q00_AA §3)))) “FHF PA

$)6K$G,)%) . /]

What problems do you have? (Let the respondent answer, if there are columns mi  ssing, you can prompt)

19 A Ggﬂly PP

20| % b0l

21 8 9/' 8, 3 I L l\zigh%é/Otherchildren: .........................................................................

22 | X BB e

23 | X o B oo

24 2 I.chers ettt et eteeeeeeeeetteeeeieeseeseeetseseeesenatsseeesietteteteetiebetee e i hreeeeeeatheeteeeeatbeteetesaabeeteee i aaereeeesareneees

~GH#BK'$SO)( **F OFP )< 092 %" , H *3

Thank you for tell me about your problems. Now | want to know about (other) girl orphans. What problems do they have?

$389 *

25 A Gg]ily T OO P TSP PUPPPRPPPPUPPT

26 *F S/c\))ol: ..........................................................................................................................................
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27

28

29

30

31 A Gg]ily ...........................................................................................................................................
82 | X D00 e
33 8 9/' 8, 3 I L I\zigh%é/Otherchildren: .........................................................................
LI I S =21 2
35 - MRy
36 2 thhers: .............................................................................................................................................
' # 30(=8 1
a7 I #), ! )689 *F$0( 8 Y| | $0( & )
Who have more difficulties, boy or girl orphans? | @ua"y 3

| ? HwY
$DE O) )- 165 /K" %Y K Bever 0
2 ! ( - ,) Not much 1
Everyday, do you feel happy? *$3Sometimes 2
Prompt by reading the list and ask the child to choose B G h@t;fthe time 3
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N *$6 K'$ O)  /C, 58BeniGNhappiesttime for your

| $6K'$0)*( C, B8eG Vot ire o

| *>DE 0)*9/(_16S- BuiG, Gt U6 .96 0n
5 0)G,/M MCK' CQ#okubd $Y

,)& 6 . 7 7Needs and Resources

| IG84-3I YOB)S ! ( 99%9Q9]-/G8Y

What do girl orphans need? If respondent is a girl, please tell about your needs as well.

44 y 2 éﬁ)cation: .........................................................................................................................

45 A)8O)ogtional SKIIS et e e e e r e e e e e aaaaaaaan

46 89/ EG);ioal LU o] o SRS

47 89/ O Bate“;l LY U] o] oo SO OSSOSO PTERPUSPP

48 2 I.chers ettt ettt eeeeeeeeebeteeeeeieeseeseeetseeeeesenetteseetieteteeeetiterttteae i h—eeeeeeahtheeeeeeahbet et eeeaaeeeteee i aaerreeearreeeees

| #0* -/GBY)30B)S! # ( /BJ -/GE

What do boy orphans need?  If respondentis a boy, please tell about your needs as well.

49 y 2 éﬁ)cation PP PP T PP TP O R PP PPN
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50

A)8O)ocat|onal skills :

51 89/ Egepoal LS10] o] o] o oo PP PRPRUPUPPRRN
52 89/ OBateFEI 510 0] oo 1 PSPPSR
53 2 I.chers ..............................................................................................................................................
! # ), I 0 * C ( )' @at&é$3#e@t n¥ds for boy and girl orphans?
54 ' # O)g§/ orphans ' Ogﬁl orphans
1
.| 0)G, P G8Y! )Y! #'CG [Clvesame V
Do you think there is the same support for boy and girl orphans? ' Cﬁe same [
? #wXp
56
= 8Wuthority 1
-B,-83
'V|Ila er/Nelghbor
7*G9 0O) C3$C,5-OB GY89/'R, 5
57 ' ( - )8Iun 4
Besides relatives, who would you like to have as a support person
in your village? ' SBriald5 5
Prompt by reading the list and ask the child to choose one - Z NGO 6
y 5' Qae; eﬁjcator 7
2 lothers.... ======gg=
58 7 #'WMthis person?
59 ) 6 O) ’)C $C’ 5Y - 8Wuthority 1
C ] -B,-83 ,
) ) ) Villager/Neighbor
Who would you not like to have as a support person in your village? |
R/Ionk 3
' )&un 4
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Prompt by reading the list and ask the child to choose one ) 58ri&d5 5
= Z NGO 6
y 5' Qae; eﬁjcator 7
2 lothers...======g=
? #'WMthis person?
60
O ) )' |6S/M 6 ,) l889/m0\)8quld you feel if a Nun
61 helped/supported you?
l )8 = C89/' g—lod&oulo@N)n help you?
62
816b$ 1 0* |
* Orphanage
7 G9 O)C )7K)68 GY | 5 )
63 ' ( - - Z nco 3
Where would you prefer to live? Along the street 4
Prompt by reading the list and ask the child to choose GQ - lclasg{é)family 5
2 lothers... ====== gg
816b$ ! 0* |
. Orphanage
K) 6 K$ O) ’)C )78 GY 5agoda 2
64 ' ( - - Z NGO 3
Where would you not like to live? Along the street 4
Prompt by reading the list and ask the child to choose GQ - lclasg{é)family 5
2 lothers... ====== gg
)& 8. 1)91 9fs
9*), 0)99% .. 0 0$ &7 0)9
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s O)) $0( A )& - 16S
66 O) )K'S$

67 0),)-C )- 165%0 %

s O)*(''F

69 O)) $0( A C 5 >->L
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n O)*W
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7z O)*/( 16S )> > -/@3IE?($ BF#3G
72 0) ) 16S-

s 0O)) *9/( '6S

6 O)( )T EfCK >) >)
77 0)) 16S( % C,5

s )G 03)0) O). 3

79 O)) 1658 %$C ?/

so G!)-> >-/0)0B ()%

g1 O) )- 16S O)G!)0D$

g2 O)) 16S O)C,5 $6

s O)() " 0)% _

ga Q) ) 16SB/3 C'/G!)?#$
gs O)) 1658 ,G!)/>%O0-
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,)& , - ,) 1 $ Future plan and Comment
% | %B7DE#)O)G, 8, 0)G)8 4#B) GyMenbluer 1
G ) &tter 2
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' ( K?$Gout the same 3
Do you think your life will be better than your parents’? ') 8 Worse 4
Prompt by reading the list and ask the child to choose one ) 8 3Mu0| 5
= worse
87 | ? #HwXp
gs | *POP O YHaen yoyow¥p, what do youwant o be? | .
9] 0 %ano 0
00 | 06 ) K?$8()0 C %Y
Do you think your wish will become true? ( 00 Ges 1
90 | ? Hw¥>
-G#6 0) 0)9 3WAOC Y/ %Y ) )-C ( 3WAOD
91 | Thank you. That's all for my questions, do you have something else to tell me?

/

$ - > OBter)is’s opinion

%39/'?/
21C $-

c 3 ) )K $-

9% ? 6S

<3 "=
IC-2 -/'), #G-Y90* ¢

/,)C-2C"C ,C
IQG 10* - BROD,

CO$/-/ C%7) - . /)J/H
T *9 (O().:@:O:*::::::::::

*g( 0 YC# 9CH
O)0* -/$h) #0G,/ * :

2 G9

<

93//L A

C8

94
L "' C8

'/3 d)e H
C))cs- )9

VAI% < YADYOPG G ) H
0)-CO*

95
'L 2 %
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96
< -/

“os oo )) =) 1
60 - -)),

)3%3 G C-)), )7)0,C))0 I
3%#%0- G ,)C-)), )C )C-)) ;

1 $# #$ > ?7""@QA &/ B
C

Thank the respondent very much for taking time to a nswer all these questions

"@A D EFFFFFFFFFFFFG, 3 9 ICH
"@A "#"@AJK L>@ "1"C

Please keep this paper and then go to.............. ... (group drawing place) to draw picture about nun s with
children. After finishing drawing you can keep the colour pencils.
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Annex 3: Nuns questionnaire

CONFIDENTIAL

M9 1& 23

RESPONDENT'S NAME SHOULD NOT BE WRITTEN ON THE QUESTIONNAIRE

Participatory Research on OVC Girls and Buddhist Nuns

+

! Province: I_I
District: I_I_I
! Pagoda: I—I—I
1% attempt Appointment 2" attempt RESULT
Date / /05 / /05 / /05
Time
Location
Interviewer

Interviewer

Supenvisor

Encoderl

Archived

Code

L 1]

L[]

Box:

Date

/105

/105

/105

/105

Signature
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' 06 06%$-08 B* CODE$% P Y7) ' 0*H O

* x [ <G)K 9-0* $ //N HK-MESS /NI ) %

[ <)-1- A 51 AB,'HibRISIS /

$//-C', ). /009KS$S /I )YD$//-C*1 *B 2 *

< -G#6 ?/ R J)S) )IT*$K MABN6H < 0%

%0- $// G"03)6 H ) )IYC0H/  I3# %
IS 1-10C S )% (' ®)X// 3WAD $*X)
'$ 1L AB H

! "H'P %&
Introduction:

Hello! | am (use your name) .................... working with Domrei Research and Consulting. We are here to interview nuns
and get their opinion on orphan children. Please don't be scared or worried because this is only about nuns and children.
Everything you say will be kept quietly (confidential). We won't let anybody know what you say.

You can refuse to answer any question that you don’t want to answer, or you can stop discussing the questions at any
time. | want to thank you and say | hope this interview will only take 20 minutes. | want to remind you that all your answers
are very important. This is not a test. There are no right or wrong answers. Therefore, | want to ask you to answer
honestly. This will allow my team to collect good information to help children.

Do you have any questions for me?

Can | start asking the questions now?

,)& = " Il&. %&kground .

1 $ // . 06h¥year Were you born?..........cccoeeveeurnnnn. - /#G, &einQars

2 $ // ) # O 6 )7 ah%%urhomeland? ——_——_—————_——T——T—

S/ Y7356 #)*$ % )Y

Where did you live before come here?

$// 1%78')8 M#)!). 02/Y

How long have you been a nun?
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. 7 #'> $ / / /&hly)ByMbecome anun?
6 #) *$ /8 | )8 $ / / ) #3 -> Y ...............................................
What where you doing before you became a nun?
? #'> $ / / )ZVhﬁo)yo\(live in this pagoda?
7

,)& O - Nuns’ situation

) $//C 89! 0* $L#B)63Y
8 If you wanted to support orphan children, where would you ask for permission?

l )8 > -> ?Wha)% ntA doﬁ%godas?
9

I )8 - C89/' B W,r(at):ou?nas d}(to help villagers?
10
,)& 4 . Orphans’ situation and needs

! O * 89 * F $‘Q(rob1‘é?s£girl¥rphans have?

L | A GBIy oo
12 * F S/c\))ol: .........................................................................................................................................
13 8 9/' 8, 3 ' L I\zigh%é/Other children:........cccoiiiii
M R BB e
i R e 7
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16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

| #$0(s8 1
! $O( & 2
! @]ually 3

$//G, ! #), 0*)¥DEBHF

Who do you think have more difficulties: boy or girl orphans?

? oy

y
B 8Br 033 or¥ians need

25 |02 Beation

26 | NYBOYogaional skl

27 180/ qilBal support -

28 | 8/ OButeTBI support oo

I
| #0* 8 5B orans need

0
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31 A)80)ogtional SKII e e
32 89/ @qti&al LU o] o] o AU PP PSPRPSUPRRN
33 89/ OBateFI;Isupport: ...................................................................................................................
34 2 I.chers ..............................................................................................................................................
I #), ! 0* 80J9/3# G ->3
What are the different needs of boy and girl orphans?
35 ' # O)o’glorphans ' Og*rl orphans
I #), 0* 9/6  80)9/3 08|Y #eoy :
36 | who need the most support: boy or girl orphans? I Girl 2
! @]ually 3
? #’Kkhy?
37
% $// 3WAO*IG" ! A7HBE) MEK)S ! )-C
38 $ //G, 89/ I % O )Excu'sn;(n;e! aeydthatwhentheybecome

adolescents; boys can stay in the pagoda but not girls. How do you think those girls can be supported?

)& 6.77 "

Resource & Potential of Nuns to support girl orphan S

39

$ //G, )6 8 - > 8 9D*I @##WVuthority 1
" . -B,-83

Who do you think is the most suitable person to work closely with Villager/Neighbor

boy orphans?
$ R/Ionk 3

' )8Jun 4

Prompt by reading the list and ask the respondent to choose
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. bBiad 5
- Z nco 6

) 5' E’)ee; eﬁjcator 7

2 IDther ............ 88
? HvmyY
40
- 8Wuthority 1
* L 7 8’ 3 2
$ //G1 ) 6 8 - > 8 @ I O 7le&llla er/Neighbor
l ( - $ R/Ionk 3
" \g/\i/rTc:)r(:J?]gngJ;hink is the most suitable person to work closely with 1 )8Jun 4
Prompt by reading the list and ask the respondent to choose one y SBriand5 5
- Z nco 6
y 5' Qe; aﬁjcator 7
2 lother... =—====: gg
? HvmyY
42
%no 0
- - ! |
) )-Z 6#0-/$//C$989/S L0, \oiae
43 $ //G, /M MCK Y condition
If an NGO asked you to support an orphan, what would you think? | C ' /G |)$Y_|336b 2
without condition
? H-3n)Y
44
A) 8 ' )8 $ // = C89/'> gHo'vdv&ouIAI you oQto*supportgirI orphans?
45
w811 ()C$9 B*> 8 9 BYK YWoswoas 0
Have you ever participated in NGO activities with any children? C Yes 1
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! B *. Waat ¥tivities?

47
$ //%%9%$ /8)S->3 * )OKRB®EB )YaBBT]]
48 What did you get from those activities? (Knowledge and Material)
$ // 80)9/'> 3 ' '*ngﬁﬁo y(!u rQed to support orphans?
49
$//G, 'L) )- '6SIM)8 >) 8, ,8 9/Y
5o | How do you think orphans feel about nuns working closely with them?
| 816b$ ! OF
$//G, K)Y6 0 89/Y #| Qofanage
. ( 5agoda
= Z NGO
o1 What place do you think is the most suitable for supporting boy
orphans? Along the street
Prompt by reading the list and ask respondent to choose Gg _ Has%family
2 hthers......zz:::::
16bS ! O*
$//G, K)6 0 gorgy! 0FBL16b3
rphanage
L ( _ 5agoda
52 | What place do you think is the most suitable for supporting girl - Z NGO
orphans?
) ) Along the street
Prompt by reading the list and ask respondent to choose :
Gg - (:Ias%family
2 lathers... =======
5)%,->3 ) ')8BON$ !
53 What difficulties do pagodas face in supporting girl OVC?
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V& 8.#%J

1:N @101:|ed.'ge on HIV/AIDS

o | $// *-0* G-S80"-SK' |9¥sioas

Have you heard about HIV/AIDS? C Yes
$ /-0 -"S() C)MaeNY | () -> Yaddim

o ] )5,Ca)aelC
How much do you know about HIV/AIDS? G @10)Jgh
Prompt by reading the list and ask the respondent to choose CA)ot

| $// C$9 I, -0% - SK' 1%Y| %
Did you participate in any program on HIV/AIDS? C Yes

| $//C M-0* BK Youo
Do you want to receive training on HIV/AIDS? C Yes

| sir@)siso- S rwy J)?@)
Dare you talk with a person who has AIDS? 7 @;

.| s/r@)c D89~ -S"%Yy)@)
Dare you touch the hand of a person who has AIDS? 7 @;

| $11°@)* )0CO6K'S H¥ - 87@)
Dare you eat something made by a person who has AIDS? ? @;

| $/7@)0)5KG8 9/- - SK| #P)
Dare you sleep with a person who has AIDS? 7 @;

Sl $ir@)$ 9-/- -swy |)?7@)
Dare you wash the wound of a person who has AIDS? 7 @;

o $//C 89'¢- -SK'|1%Y Yo
Do you want to help a person who has AIDS? C Yes
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,)& P . $ Comment

64

~G#6$ // 0)9 3WAOC ?/ 3WAD W ChY

Thank you. That's all for my questions, do you have something else to tell me?

/

$ = > OBrvi)&r’s opinion

65

C-)), C

%0- G"C-)),

)33 G C-)), )7)0
3#%0- G ,)C-)), ,)C

C-))
€-))
)C-)),

)7 )0,

3

1 $# #$ > 2"

& #

Thank the respondent very much for taking time to a nswer all these questions.
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Literacy Test

1 Please draw a line from each picture to the correct word

Cow

Shirt

Corn

2 Please write the name of the village, commune and district where you live
every day.

3 Please write the correct number and letter using the picture below

Number ...................

Letter ......ocoviiiinnnnn.

4 Please tell me what time it is?
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